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master. But this is really his system in all parts of the
war, and I do assure you he has seen the progress of
Suwarrow with more apparent terror than he has ever
discovered at that of the enemy. He argues very openly
on that point, and tells you of the difficulties he has to
encounter in forming the army; of the 80,000 recruits
he must now provide for it; of this being the seventh
campaign of the Austrian war ; of Prussia's recovering
herself fresh and green to profit of her weakness, and
of the necessity to preserve a force for such occa-
sions.1 In his disposition to indulge this sort of economy
in war, he saw before him in Switzerland a campaign
which must cost many men. He expected the arrival
of the Eussian army; he thought it would come sooner
and be more numerous than it has proved; and he satis-
fied his ill-understood policy by lying by for the un-
handsome advantage of throwing the loss and the
hazard of the campaign on the troops of another nation.
This is, I am persuaded, the real account of the matter.
I venture to give you the trouble of reading all this,
though I hardly know that it leads to any political con-
sequences : but I wish you to know as correctly as we
can discover it, what sort of person the whole business
of this empire hangs upon. For it is with him, and
through him, that all the good, bad, or indifferent we
can look for from Austria, and all its power, must be
accomplished.' 2

1  ' The mutual jealousies of Austria and Prussia afford one of the
greatest obstacles in the way of future arrangements, as they have
already opened the way to all the calamities of Europe.'    Despatches of
Lord Grenville.

2  Lord Minto to Mr. Wickham: Vienna, September 14, 1790.